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The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Committee on any item of the agenda prior to the Committee taking action on 
an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public 
on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Committee’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment 
period. Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless directed otherwise by the presiding officer of the Committee. The agenda is 
posted for public review at: Studio City Neighborhood Council website (www.scnc.info); as well as CBS Studio Center, Radford and Colfax 
gates; the Studio City Library, 12511 Moorpark St.; the Studio City Recreation Center, 12621 Rye Ave. and at Carpenter Avenue Elementary 
School, 3909 Carpenter Avenue, Studio City, CA 91604 . As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its 
programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided 
upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least three (3) business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you 
wish to attend by contacting the Neighborhood Council Project Coordinator (213) 473-5391 or by e-mail to Thomas.Soong@lacity.org. 

 

 
Committee members: Michael McCue (Chair), Jane Drucker (Secretary), Ed Begley, Jr. (Special 
Energy Advisor) Eugene Hernandez, George Shea, Dr. Joye Swan, Ben Neumann (Ex-officio) 
 
Agenda 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call (1 min). 
2. Approval of January 15th, 2009 SCNC Environmental & Cultural Affairs Committee meeting 

minutes (3 min). 
3. Comments by Michael McCue, Committee Chair (3 min). 
4. Public Comments on non-agenda items within the Committee's jurisdiction (10 min). 
5. Responses to comments by Committee Members (10 min). 
6. Report: Michael McCue, chair -– “The cost of commuting for LA City Council members 

and other city officers & employees” Note: Even as Angelenos are being urged to take 
public transit, some elected officials and city officials continue to rack up costly gas tabs by 
driving vehicles that are not fuel-efficient at the expense of taxpayers.  A recent audit of 
practices by City Controller, Laura Chick, highlighted ‘unbusinesslike’ behavior of city workers 
driving home city cars and fueling them at taxpayer expense with little oversight or 
accountability. Discussion and possible motion with respect to the following 
questions…QUESTION: Should City Council amend the LAMC to deny/withhold 
transportation expenses reimbursement at taxpayer expense for city council 
members and other officers and city employees who are not driving vehicles that 
maintain at least a 30MPG rating?  Should private use of the public vehicle fleet be 
stopped?  Should unmonitored fuel credit cards for city workers be ended?   (15 
min). 

7. Presentation, discussion and possible motion with respect to Public Access Channels 
being closed by local cable television providers.  Cable companies are bound by law to 
provide public access channels as part of their agreement to serve the neighborhoods and 
cities their companies are servicing with cable programming.  There is a movement afoot to 
eliminate all public access programming and/or bring public access under the control of the 
government of the City of Los Angeles.  QUESTION: Is eliminating public access 
programming a violation of the cable companies’ contract to serve the communities 
whom they provide cable programming to?  What recommendation should be made 
to the SCNC board?  Should we protect public access channels or allow the City to 
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take over their operation and/or eliminate them?  Presentation by a guest 
speaker/Representative from Full Disclosure.(15 min). 

8. Presentation by Studio City businessman, Chris Houchin, owner of ‘Quiet Garden 
Landscaping’ re: drought resistant/gasoline-free gardening, including a discussion and 
possible motion with respect to committee expenditure for educational flyer to be 
distributed to Studio City stakeholders and recommendations for enhancing the city’s clean 
water supply, and air quality. (20 min). 

9. Comments from members on subject matter within the Committee’s jurisdiction (10 min). 
10. Closing Comments and Instructions from Committee Chair (5 min) 
11. Adjournment (1 min). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


