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Committee Members: Eric Preven (Board Member, Chair), Barry Johnson 
(Stakeholder, Vice Chair), Marsha Newman (Stakeholder), Lisa Karadjian (Board 
Member), Victoria Shulem (Stakeholder), Jeff Carter (Stakeholder), Rick Rosner 
(Stakeholder), Patrick Lewis (ex-officio). 

1.     Call to Order & Roll Call (1 min).  
2.     Approval of October 20, Government Affairs Committee minutes (3 min). 
3.     Update by the Committee Chair (2 min).  
4.     Public Comments on non-agenda items within the Committee's jurisdiction  
5.     Response(s) to public comments by Committee Members (5 min).   
6.     Neighborhood Council Elections — The Government Affairs Committee 
plans to review all aspects including bylaws and operating procedures for the 
Studio City Neighborhood Council Elections in mid 2019.  

What do Studio City stakeholders think?  Possible Motion: 

7.   Campaign Finance — The Studio City Neighborhood Council voted to send 
a CIS to case file 12-1269-S5 regarding the City of Los Angeles matching fund 
program and has since learned that 79% of the candidates that qualified by 
getting 500 in-district signatures in the 2017 City Elections received ZERO public 
matching funds, while a handful of incumbents and candidates from the districts 
with higher average earnings took most of the public money intended to level 
the playing field in city elections.  

Motion:  The Board of the Studio City Council submits an updated CIS urging 
the Mayor and Council to replace the threshold with a stipend to more equitably 
distribute the nearly $20,000,000 among ALL qualified candidates. 

SCNC BOARD 

Patrice Berlin 
Brian Carroll 
Claire Curet 
Alex Izbicki 

Lisa Karadjian 
Patrick Lewis 
Heidi MacKay 
Janine Milne 

Richard Niederberg 
Eric Preven 
Craig Radow 

Keith Schwalenberg  
Rob Schiller 

Andrew Sussman 
Richard Welsh 

Denise Welvang

 PRESIDENT 
Patrick Lewis 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Rob Schiller 

TREASURER 
Richard Welsh 

SECRETARY 
<Vacant> 

CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY 
<Vacant> 

www.StudioCityNC.org 

!  

 GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE MEETING  

Wednesday November 7, 
2018 

7:00 PM 

4024 Radford Avenue, Editorial 2 Bldg., Room 6 
Studio City, CA 91604 

(818) 655-5400  



8.   Studio City Service Organizations — The last page of our the Studio City 
Neighborhood Council Operating Procedures has a list of service organizations as 
certified stakeholders in the SCNC jurisdiction.  

Motion:  Refresh list of service organizations 

9.   Community Outreach - The Board shall maintain a procedure for 
communicating with the Stakeholders on a regular basis in a manner ensuring 
information is  disseminated in an evenhanded and timely manner.  

What do Studio City Stakeholders think? 

10.  Money Matters -  The TREASURER shall be a member of the Budget Committee; 
maintain financial accounts and records; prepare all reports for DONE pursuant to the 
Plan to disburse all Council funds.   

The Budget Committee currently meets as often as needed, to review financial reports, 
create annual budgets, and receive, review and submit (with recommendations) 
committee funding requests and stakeholder grant applications to the Board for 
consideration.  Should the Budget Committee meet monthly? 

What do Studio City Stakeholders think?     

11.  Sole Source County Contracts -- On April 18, 2017, the Board enacted a 
motion requiring that the subsequent purchases of portable radios be made 
using a competitive bid process. During the competitive bid in FY 2017-18, 
samples were obtained from the only two responding manufacturers, Motorola 
and Harris Corporation. 

On October 30, 2018 the board approved a sole source contract with Motorola. 

An opponent of the contract commented, “The procurement and selection 
decision here is legally flawed—it violates County and CA State law, and even 
worse, discourages competition, resulting in higher prices.  And while 
competitive prices are important to this procurement, this procurement sets the 
stage for continuing related procurements which, if conducted in this sole-source 
manner, will cost the County an additional $35 million.  So, not only is this 
patently unfair to bidders and taxpayers alike, it runs afoul of basic procurement 
law and will divert money unnecessarily from other important County needs.” 

Motion: The Board of the Studio City Neighborhood Council intends to send a 
Community Impact letter of inquiry to the Board of Supervisors to get them to 
confirm for Studio City that county residents are in fact getting a good, fair deal.  

12.   Comments from members. (5 min). 
13.   Closing comments by the Committee Chair (3 min).  
14.  Adjournment (1 min). 
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ACCESS  — The SCNC meetings are held on an active studio lot. Due to security issues, all 
stakeholders are required to park in the studios parking structure. There are a limited number of 
accessible parking spaces in front of the meeting room and while there is no direct path of travel 
to the meeting room via a sidewalk, the studio and NC want to assure that stakeholders with 
disabilities are able to access the meeting without difficulty. Stakeholders with disabilities who 
have a valid DMV placard, use a wheelchair, walker or cane, and/or those who have difficulties 
walking distances should contact (818) 384-1942 or plewis@studiocitync.org to request shuttle 
assistance at least 24 hours prior to the meeting in order for the studio to arrange services for 
the meeting. "Sign Language Interpreters, Communication, Access, Real-Time 
Transcription(CART), Assistive Listening Devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be 
provided upon request. To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72 
hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend. Due to difficulties in securing Sign Language 
Interpreters, five or more business days notice is strongly recommended. For additional 
information, please contact: contact (818) 384-1942 or plewis@studiocitync.org  

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – The public is requested to fill 
out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any item on the Agenda PRIOR to the Board 
taking action on an item. Comments from the `public on Agenda items will be heard only when 
the respective item is being considered. Comments on other matters, not appearing on the 
Agenda that are within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction, will be heard during the Public 
Comments On Non-Agenda Items period. 

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to 
its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and 
other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 
services, please make your request at least three (3) business days (72 hours) prior to the 
meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Studio City Neighborhood Council (818) 384-1942 
or by e-mail to plewis@studiocitync.org. 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed 
to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at our website by 
clicking on the following link www.StudioCityNC.org : or, at the scheduled meeting. 

RECONSIDERATION PROCESS - Reconsideration of a vote by the Board may be called as a 
motion by the Board members that voted on the prevailing side of the decision. 

GRIEVANCE PROCESS - A stakeholder or group of stakeholders may present a grievance 
concerning the legality of actions by the Board during public comment. Substantive grievances 
will be examined by a panel set by the Board and the decisions may be appealed to the 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment. 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS - In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-
exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting, 
may be viewed at our website by clicking on the following link - http://studiocitync.org/ or at the 
scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the 
agenda please contact plewis@studiocitync.org. 

SCNC BYLAWS - Please be advised that the Bylaws of the Studio City Neighborhood Council 
provide a process for reconsideration of actions as well as a grievance procedure. For your 
convenience, the Bylaws are available during every meeting. 
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