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Committee Members: Eric Preven (Board Member, Chair), Barry Johnson
(Stakeholder, Vice Chair), Marsha Newman (Stakeholder), Lisa Karadjian (Board
Member), Victoria Shulem (Stakeholder), Patrick Lewis (ex-officio).

1 Call to Order & Roll Call (1 min).

2 Approval of August Government Affairs Committee minutes (3 min).

3. Update by the Committee Chair (2 min).

4.  Public Comments on non-agenda items within the Committee's jurisdiction
5 Response(s) to public comments by Committee Members (5 min).

6. Proposed Amendments to the City's Public Matching Fund Program:
(30 min).

Candidates reach potential voters buy buying advertising space and
traveling around the city to meet citizens. Without the money to support their
campaign, they cannot advertise themselves and make themselves known to the
voting public. Money is so important in political campaigns because money
reaches the voters.

On August 21, 2018, after six months of detailed review and discussion,
the Ethics Commission of the City of Los Angeles unanimously approved
recommendation to amend certain aspects of the City's campaign finance laws.

Several factors led to this review. First, the voters adopted a change to
the City’s election cycle, which will move City elections to even-numbered years.
The first of these elections will be held in 2020, and there is some uncertainty
about the ability of City candidates to raise sufficient campaign funds when
competing with state and federal candidates.

The Ethics Commission has actively engaged the public in this review and
previously submitted a slate of campaign finance reform recommendations in
2014, and, in a more detailed 2015 report, recommended increased matching


http://www.StudioCityNC.org

funds rates for City elections, due to the surplus in the Matching Funds Trust
Fund.

The Matching Funds Trust Fund, as envisioned in the City Charter, is
intended to reduce the power of moneyed special interests in elections by
ensuring qualified candidates will receive enough funding, through public
financing, to allow their voices to be heard.

Six recommendations apply to candidates who participate in the
matching funds program, and two apply to all City Candidates. Among those
are:

-- Qualified contributions must be received from at least 100 residents

of the Council district or, for Citywide candidates, the City.

-- The signature requirement is eliminated, and all qualified candidates

receive a match rate of 6:1 in the primary and the general.

-- A candidate must actually participate in a debate or a town hall

meeting (a public event at which questions may be asked of the

candidate) in the primary election.

The maximum public funding a qualified candidate can receive and the
proposed increases are shown below:

CURRENT: PROPOSED: INCREASE:
Primary General Primary General Primary General
Council $100,000 $125,000 Council $151,000 $189,000 +$51,000 +$64,000
Controller $267,000 $300,000 Controller $403,000 $453,000 +$136,000 +$153,000
City Atty $300,000 $350,000 City Atty  $453,000 $528,000 +$153,000 +$178,000
Mayor $667,000 $800,000 Mayor $1,007,000 $1,208,000 +$340,000 +$408,000

The regulations are subject to City Council approval. In addition, a public
hearing must be held, and action to approve or disapprove must be taken within
60 days of the date the Ethics Commission adopts the recommendations.
Charter § 703(b). The Ethics Commission adopted the recommendations on
August 21, 2018; and the 60-day deadline is, therefore, October 19, 2018.

What do Studio City stakeholders think?
Motion:

7. Comments from members on subject matter within the Committee’s
Jurisdiction. (5 min).

8. Closing comments by the Committee Chair (3 min).

9. Adjournment (1 min).

LINKS: Transmittal of Recommendations from Ethics to the City Council.
Ethics Commission Transmittal 08-30-18 - Public Link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/192y9GHoboPJOs UpPkdhGAXAV1G1QTwl/view Tusp=sharing
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2015/15- 1088 sl mot 01-10-2017.pdf
CF 15-1088-S1 Ryu's January 2017 http:

CF 17-0058 Bonin's January 2017 clean money http //clkrep.lacity. org/onllnedocs/
2017/17-0058_mot_01-17-2017.pdf
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ACCESS — The SCNC meetings are held on an active studio lot. Due to security issues, all
stakeholders are required to park in the studios parking structure. There are a limited number of
accessible parking spaces in front of the meeting room and while there is no direct path of travel
to the meeting room via a sidewalk, the studio and NC want to assure that stakeholders with
disabilities are able to access the meeting without difficulty. Stakeholders with disabilities who
have a valid DMV placard, use a wheelchair, walker or cane, and/or those who have difficulties
walking distances should contact (818) 384-1942 or plewis@studiocitync.org to request shuttle
assistance at least 24 hours prior to the meeting in order for the studio to arrange services for
the meeting. "Sign Language Interpreters, Communication, Access, Real-Time
Transcription(CART), Assistive Listening Devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be
provided upon request. To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72
hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend. Due to difficulties in securing Sign Language
Interpreters, five or more business days notice is strongly recommended. For additional
information, please contact: contact (818) 384-1942 or plewis@studiocitync.org

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS - The public is requested to fill
out a "Speaker Card” to address the Board on any item on the Agenda PRIOR to the Board
taking action on an item. Comments from the " public on Agenda items will be heard only when
the respective item is being considered. Comments on other matters, not appearing on the
Agenda that are within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction, will be heard during the Public
Comments On Non-Agenda Items period.

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of
disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to
its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and
other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of
services, please make your request at least three (3) business days (72 hours) prior to the
meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Studio City Neighborhood Council (818) 384-1942
or by e-mail to plewis@studiocitync.org.

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed
to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at our website by
clicking on the following link www.StudioCityNC.org : or, at the scheduled meeting.

RECONSIDERATION PROCESS - Reconsideration of a vote by the Board may be called as a
motion by the Board members that voted on the prevailing side of the decision.

GRIEVANCE PROCESS - A stakeholder or group of stakeholders may present a grievance
concerning the legality of actions by the Board during public comment. Substantive grievances
will be examined by a panel set by the Board and the decisions may be appealed to the
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment.

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS - In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-
exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting,
may be viewed at our website by clicking on the following link - http://studiocitync.org/ or at the
scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the
agenda please contact plewis@studiocitync.org.

SCNC BYLAWS - Please be advised that the Bylaws of the Studio City Neighborhood Council
provide a process for reconsideration of actions as well as a grievance procedure. For your
convenience, the Bylaws are available during every meeting.



